The
Forum
A

t The Forum we write about the
pressing issues our members
face on campus. We do so from
the perspective of labor, connecting
our local concerns to those of the statewide agenda of UUP, the national crisis
facing public higher education and the
issues of working people in the US and
beyond.

Welcome to the 2017
The Forum:
The Albany Chapter of UUP is pleased to present to you this
opportunity to meet the candidates through their statements and
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Eileen Landy at (518) 640-6600 to make an appointment to

the chance to make a statement and answer

Issue 137

President

Aaron Major,
Associate Professor, Sociology
Over the last two years, I have served as our
chapter’s Assistant Vice President for Academ-

Academic Vice President
Deborah La Fond,
University Libraries

fair and do not create a glass ceiling or prevent our

statewide assembly. I am proud of the work
that our members have done to make our
workplace fairer and more equitable, to defend
slate. I think I have contributed to this year’s poten-

freedoms and values are under threat. Faced
with such a threat, some will advocate that we,
as a union, take a defensive stance by narrow-

body -- not by the Membership. I opposed this
porary Academic Vice President became open. At

would also be a mistake. What I have seen in
the last few years is that by working to build
an open, inclusive chapter that encourages the
we broaden our vision and extend our reach.

-

forward even though I ran in 2015.

and dialogic space that our membership would be
towards many of the goals of our chapter.

have made on pay equity, by taking the lead in
making ours a family-friendly workplace and
academics and professionals, and by advocating for our university to not only express the
values of openness and inclusion, but defend
them as well. If privileged to be elected as your
chapter’s president, it is in this spirit that I
would serve.

*

*

*

PAGE 2

Academic Vice President

is Statewide Vice President for Professionals, we
have been able to help our Albany chapter by having
direct input in our unions leadership’s decision-making process. I have been at UAlbany for close to 29

Paul Stasi

all have our union to thank for that. We may have
more insidiously, by an instrumentalized way of

we will succeed. My last request of you all is to vote

outcomes, streamlined paths to degrees and

is uncontested it is important to vote as it shows our
management that we are a strong union. And if you
would like to serve on our exec board, write in your
name as it only takes one vote to be elected. We
are a friendly group who are very welcoming and we

union remains the best place we, as academics and
professionals, can resist this process and reassert
the importance of a public, comprehensive

proud to serve as your Academic Vice President and
while I think we’ve made some progress on campus
a great deal of work remains to be done. I have
found my work with the union to be some of the
most meaningful work I have undertaken on this
campus and I would be honored to serve for a full
two year term.

Assistant VP for Academics
Adjunct Insructor, Studio Art
For the past two years, it has been an honor to
-

Professional Vice President
Thomas Hoey, ITS

I am again asking for your vote for Vice President of
Professionals and delegate of UUP at the University
of Albany. Over the past 5 years that I have served
on campus by holding workshops and seminars.
We had over 90 members show up recently at our

faculty has made it clear to me that the core issues
that we face--pay equity, job security, a fair and
transparent system of reappointment, and ensuring
that our voice is heard in shaping the future of the
university--are those faced by all academic faculty.
have gained from working closely with my union

-

tembers and have pushed for co-funding for our
professionals at the University picnic and holiday
party. I have worked behind the scenes at Labor
as having up to date performance programs and

when they need help with human resource issues
I was elected as a statewide membership develop-

Academics.

Assistant VP for Professionals
workers and students.
your support?

I joined the UAlbany faculty in 2008 and am an Associate Professor in the School of Social Welfare. From

wages, health insurance, and numerous other benadministered by the School of Social Welfare, which
-

predecessors in the Labor Movement.

extensive experiences as a board member in other
to serve as your Assistant Vice President for ProUniversity of Kansas Graduate Teaching Assistants

chapter.
-

-

-

engage in projects that will help to make the work
and lives of professionals, academics, and students,
more humane.

During my tenure in UUP, I have served as the

-

UAlbany in January 2015. I am currently UUP depart-

-

Associate Professor, Social Welfare
I am honored to be running for Secretary of UUP.
I am doing this because I am inspired by the ways
I have played a modest part in a movement led by
that is more transparent, inclusive, and just. The

-

and I would be honored to represent you as your

Zina M. Lawrence

Jack Gendron

I foresee struggles to maintain the level of rights

I have served as a Professional Delegate for the
UUP Albany chapter for many years. I was a memforesee us needing much from UUP. We will need
expression, and the open exchange of ideas within
UAlbany and beyond. We will need UUP to chalevents for worker rights and solidarity support to

in our society against unions has increased my
desire to be a support for UAlbany and other local
union issues.
*

*

*

*

University-based research and analysis on climate
ments, and more. And, we will need UUP members
to rally, protest, research, and write, if we are going
I’m asking for your vote to become a UUP chapter
delegate because during this period of heightened
uncertainty and need, I want to increase my level of
service to our Union.
*

University Libraries

*

*

*

Alyssa Lotmore
School of Social Welfare

I’ve been a member of the Professional faculty at
-

UUP represents a large group of academics and professionals and works hard to protect our interests.
countless ways in which UUP advocates for each of
us, and many ways in which every member can be
involved. Involvement helps to connect each of us,
brings us together, and makes our voice stronger

problems, which undergird all. As a person with disway to show support and bring energy. Serving as
involved and share my voice, our voice – one voice.
*

re-elect me. Thank you.
*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Greta Petry
-

I would like to ask for your vote to a two-year term

ter President has been among the most rewarding
experiences of my professional life. It has been
-

to serve another term as delegate because at
the statewide level, delegates learn about issues
own campus. I am also honored to serve as chapter
Grievance chair. I will do my best to assist you and
make sure your contractual rights are protected.
Thank you.

wholeheartedly endorse Aaron Major, Paul Stasi,

*

Mitch Aso
Assistant Professor, History

*

*

*

Anthropology

I’m an assistant professor in the History Department and for the past two years I have served as an

I have been involved in UUP Albany for many years

movement, and the wider society. I currently also
commitment of my fellow delegates. There will be
strengthen shared governance at the University, and
gent employees. On UUP’s statewide Delegate AsHistory Department and use what I have learned
during the past two years to contribute to the
well-being of UUP members. I ask for your vote as
an academic delegate and I look forward to what
we will accomplish together in the next two years.
*

*

*

*

connects our union to the wider labor movement
the new federal presidency. I ask for your vote again

*

*

*

*

Deborah LaFond
University Libraries
Play. We must be empowered by leadership to do

chapter events?
Want to learn more about our
-

At Statewide, I have advocated successfully for

-

-

discussion amongst us and no proof shown to us
that there is any law that directly requires this of us
and therefore should not be part of our contract.
*

*

*

How to Volunteer

*

ship. He has served on the UUP UAlbany Academic
Academic Delegate last year. He is proud to be a
academic, he was a member of a Teamster’s Union
of Musicians.
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